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RICHARDS REMARKS
First, thank you to all of you who renewed your 
Evergreen Newcomers and Neighbors (ENN) 
membership. Our renewal rate was very high this 
year which demonstrates the strength and success 
of our organization.  Also, we extend a very special 
welcome to all of our new members.  ENN has been, 
and will continue to work to be, a great organization 
to meet people, build lasting friendships, enjoy new 
experiences, and also have some fun in the process. 

Over 100 have signed up for the Holiday Party this 
coming Friday and we are reaching the Hiwan room 
limit of approximately 120.  It should be a festive 
and spirited evening for all – good friends, food, 
music and atmosphere. Looking forward to seeing 
and meeting you there.

All of the ENN Board members work to make 
the organization special for you. A big thanks to 

Vicki Miller and Lana Sooter for their efforts in 
developing and managing the events – the happy 
hours, the summer and holiday parties, and the other 
nonrecurring events. These events would not be 
what they are without their efforts and your support.  
We are always looking for new ideas for events so 
please let us know if there is something you would 
like us to consider for an event. 

We come to the end of another calendar year here in 
beautiful Evergreen. Indeed, we are fortunate to live 
in an area that is blessed with magnificent scenery, 
a good climate and a town filled with community 
spirit. The ENN Board wishes all of you and your 
families a very Happy and Peaceful Holiday Season.

Richard Purdy
ENN President 
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Candy Canes and Jesus
In the late 1800s, a candy maker in Indiana wanted to express the meaning of Christmas through 
a symbol made of candy. The idea was to bend one of his white candy sticks into the shape of a 
Candy Cane. He incorporated several symbols of Christ’s love and sacrifice through the Candy 
Cane. First, he used a plain white peppermint stick to symbolize the purity and sinless nature of 
Jesus. Next, he added three (representing the Holy Trinity) small stripes to symbolize the pain 
inflicted upon Jesus before His death on the cross.  He added a bold stripe to represent the blood 
Jesus shed for mankind. When looked at with the crook on top, it looks like a shepherd’s staff 
because Jesus is the shepherd of man. If you turn it upside down, it becomes the letter J symbol-
izing the first letter in Jesus’ name. The candy maker made these candy canes for Christmas, so 
everyone would remember what Christmas is all about.
 

 Hanukkah 
The holidays are quickly approaching, but this year Hanukkah is closer than you think. 
That's because for the first time since 1888, the first full day of Hanukkah falls on Thanks-
giving. This year Hanukkah, which usually begins in December, begins Nov. 27 at sun-
down and ends Dec. 5. Expect your traditional latkes to be served with a side of turkey and 
stuffing during this year's Festival of Lights. The next time Hanukkah and Thanksgiving 
coincide in this fashion will be in approximately 76,000 years. The reason is that the 
Jewish calendar is slowly getting out-of-sync with the solar calendar at a rate of four days 
per 1,000 years. This means that the calendar will continuously drift forward through the 
Gregorian calendar and eventually loop around.

Name Game

We may call him Santa, but Christmas' leading man has many other names currently and 
historically, including Father Christmas, Kris Kringle, Père Noël, Babbo Natale and Father 
Frost, to name a few. The shorthand moniker "Santa" may derive from the Dutch words 
"Sinterklaas," a name for St. Nicholas, but some believe that it evolved from the work-
ing-class British accent pronunciation of St. Nicholas, which sounds like "Saint'ny Claus."

Season's Eatings
Although now mostly vegetarian, mince pies were made with beef and spices in 
early Victorian times. Christmas pudding was also different; it was originally a soup 
made with raisins and wine. If that doesn't fill you up, you'll be pleased to know that 
many parts of the Christmas tree can actually be eaten, with the needles being a 
good source of Vitamin C.

Family Ties
Following the 1966 Watts Riots in L.A., Maulana Karenga, Ph.D., professor and chairman of 
Africana Studies at California State University, Long Beach, created Kwanzaa as a way to 
unify the African-American community. Swahili for "fresh fruits," Kwanzaa was inspired by 
traditional African harvest celebrations and honors not only family and cultural heritage, but 
also values like unity, self-determination, creativity and faith.

Holiday Fun Facts
In the late 1800s, a candy maker in Indiana wanted to express the meaning of Christmas through 



www.evergreennewcomers.com 3 / December 2015

Thank You To:
The Bistro Colorado
The Bistro at Marshdale
Cactus Jacks
The Cafe at the Place
Christie's of Genesee
The Hideaway Kitchen and Bar
Keys on the Green
Mr. Mike Olivetti (Square Dance Caller)
Rio Del Sol
Saigon Landing
Stagecoach Sports Grill

What a tremendous year it has been! We are very thankful for the 
excellent restaurants (listed alphabetically) in the area that have 
hosted our Happy Hours and provided a delicious sampling of their 
culinary expertise for our members. The Place generously donated 
space & Mr. Olivetti discounted his rate for our group (not for pro�t). 
During this Holiday Season, when you have friends & family visiting, 
please remember these restaurants  and make a reservation at one or 
two. Their food is most excellent and YOU don't have to cook! 
 
Rita Sullivan & Sally Parato
Evergreen Newcomers and Neighbors 

Saigon Landing--January Happy Hour

The Wild Game--February Happy Hour

Stagecoach Bar & Grill--March Happy Hour

The Wild Game--Family Night in April

The Art Center of Evergreen & Pem Dunn for 

providing the venue & interesting lecture on What 

to Look for when Collecting Art in May

Christie’s of Genessee for providing lovely venue 

for the ENN Summer Party in June. 

Mt. Vernon Country Club--July Happy Hour

Revival Brews --August Happy Hour

Cactus Jack’s--September Happy Hour

The Bistro--October Happy Hour

The Place--November Square Dance

Hiwan Country Club--Christmas Party 2015
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Recent

Even
ts

November Evening Bridge was hosted by Sue & John Greenwell.  We had four tables and high-
stakes????? Winners were Jeanne Rohner and Glenn Gerlach.  Congratulations!  We all had a wonderful 
evening and thank the Greenwells.

December Evening Bridge is scheduled for Friday, the 18th.  It will include an informal holiday 
buffet dinner and we will have unlimited tables with the idea that we can substitute players as a table 
requires.  The focus will be on good holiday and end-of-year spirits!  Details will be sent via email to 
ENN player members beginning December.  All level players encouraged.

The 2016 year remains totally open for those interested in hosting.  Give Pat Haines a call, 303 674-
1317, if you wish to choose a particular month to entertain.  We are a happy bunch and our gracious 
and varied hosts are well appreciated!  Can choose anywhere from 2 – 4 tables, depending on your 
comfort zone.

Here are a few photos from recent Serendipity events

Lend a book

Couple’s breakfast
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Recent

Even
ts

Thanks to Georgia and Hugh Dickey for a fabulous Thanksgiving theme for Vintage Cru’s 
November Wine Tasting!  Clever as always, our hosts followed up with a competitive round of 
Thanksgiving Trivia.  Of course the ladies won, although according to the losing team of men, the 
ladies were accused of receiving signals!
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Upcomin
g

Events
Community
Outreach

Evergreen Newcomers & Neighbors
invite you to join us for a

Volunteerism Tour

On Tuesday, January 26, we will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Senior Resource Center with Janice Pusateri, SRC Volunteer 

Coordinator to see the facility and find out what kinds of 
volunteer opportunities they have. Next, we will go to the 

Evergreen Library. There, Sandy Hutchins, Operations 
Supervisor will give us a tour and tell us what kinds of volunteer 
needs are particular for this branch and the process involved to 

become a library volunteer. Then, to The Cafe at The Place, 
where we have a reserved table in front of the cozy fireplace for 

lunch. Finally, at 1:00 p.m. we will be given a tour of Hiwan 
Homestead Museum by Mr. John Steinle, who will tell us about 
the history of the museum and how volunteers make it such a 

wonderful local destination. 

With The holidays coming quickly, it is good to consider giving 
back to the community. One way is by volunteering time--either 

on a regular basis or perhaps for special events. And it is a 
wonderful way to meet new people! 

If you would like more information or want to join us, please call 
or text me, Rita Sullivan, at 303 963-6353 or email me at 

ritalou@aol.com   I hope that you can make it!   
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Property Owners & Residents Recruitment Flyer 

 
 
Do you live or own property in the Evergreen Fire 
Protection District? We are interested in learning 
more about what you think about defensible space 
and how you have come to understand and perceive 
the risks associated with living in a wildland urban 
interface (WUI) that is prone to wildfire.  
 
We are researchers with Colorado State University 
as well as former firefighters who are conducting a 
study on defensible space, a wildland fire mitigation 
strategy. Your knowledge would provide valuable 
insights into our research about if/how different 
stakeholders might understand defensible space. 
 
This study has been approved by the Colorado 
State University Institutional Review Board. The 
interview will include questions about your 
knowledge and opinions about wildfire mitigation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Caggiano | Research Associate| Wildland 
Urban Interface Center | Department of Forest & 
Rangeland Stewardship 
|Michael.Caggiano@colostate.edu | 631-793-1503 
 
 
Dr. Tim Amidon | Center for Disaster & Risk 
Analysis |Department of English | 
tim.amidon@colostate.edu | 260-494-0895 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Information about the study: 
 
• Interviews will take place a mutually agreed upon 

location. 
 
• We hope to conduct interviews with 12 property 

owners/residents.  
 
• Our aim is to interview six property 

owners/residents who have implemented 
defensible space on their property and six 
property owners who have not implemented 
defensible space. 

 
• We will interview the first six property 

owners/residents who fit into one of those 
categories. 

 
• Interviews will take 45-60 minutes.  
 
• We will request permission to audio record the 

interviews.  
 
• You can end the interview at any time. 
 
• You can answer as many or as few questions as 

you like. 
 
• There are no wrong answers. 
 
• While there is no direct benefit for participating, 

the information you share will be useful in future 
educational and outreach programs. 

 
• All information collected will be confidential. 
 
Are you interested in participating in this study? 
 
To learn more about the study or to schedule an 
interview please contact Dr. Tim Amidon or Ph.D. 
student Mike Caggiano. 

Recruitment for Study about Wildfire  
& Defensible Space 
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Joi� tver�ree� 
�ewcomers & �ei��oors 

�at�raa� 
Decemoer o)�1 o 
�iwa� Golf Cl�o 
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A��etizers & Cas� �ar 
oJ� �.m. 
Di��er oJ� �.m. 
Da�ci�� 1J� · �J� �.m. 

All reservations with checks must be mailed to the ENN PO Box 2197, Evergreen, CO 80437 
and received by Nov. 27. Please select your entree, fill out the reservation and mail with your check 
today! 

Questions???? Contact Vicki Miller, miller.drewandvicki@gmail.com or Lana Sooter, sooterl@msn.com 

Upcomin
g

Events
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Walking Group

WALKING GROUP

Louise Whiteside, Group Leader

louisemw@wispertel.net

303-670-6717

Michelle Barbiere, Co-Leader

mibarbiere@aol.com

847-224-8122

This group will meet every Tuesday morning at 10:30 a.m., weather permitting.  If the walk has

to be cancelled for weather, email notification will be sent out the night before the walk. This

will be a group that does easy walks for fitness starting at a mile and hopefully working up.

As always there is no potluck in December. I encourage you to go to the De-
cember ENN Party at Hiwan Country Club.It is always a lovely evening and 
good food. Hope to see you there. The next potluck is in January at the home 
of Linda and Roland Schroeder on January 9, 2016. Hope to see you at one of 
these venues. Rose

Everyone has been so great about volunteering their house every year.
This is so helpful to me personally and great for the group as a whole.

No December due to party at Hiwan for all of Newcom-
ers
January 9  , 2016--Roland & Linda Schroeder
February 13, 2016--Mark & Linda Bolinger
March 12, 2016--Matthew & Simone Simpson
April 9, 2016--Jim & Paula Gregory
May 14, 2016--John & Louise Whiteside
June 11, 2016--John & Rose Warren
July 9, 2016--Bert & Diane Rankin
August 13, 2016
September 10, 2016
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Non-Fiction Book Club

The non-�ction book group is still looking for members. We meet every other month to 
discuss books chosen by the group.  Some books that we have read are: Being Mortal, but 
Atul Gawande, The Lost City of Z, by David Grann and  Escape from Camp 14, by Blaine 
Harden. The next book that we will read is described below by one of our members.

For the next meeting of the non-�ction book group (meeting site to be announced) we 
will be reading Dataclysm: Who We Are When We Think No One’s Looking, by Christian 
Rudder. The author is a co-founder and president of the Website OkCupid. He recounts 
how the data that they collect from individuals seeking a partner has been analyzed, 
and what it tells us about how people make choices. It also goes well beyond their own 
experience, comparing other data bases and explaining how other Web companies, and 
other interested parties (from political parties to the NSA)analyze and interpret ‘Big Data’ 
to �nd out more about all of us, and to shape our opinions and decisions. A number of 
surprising and sometimes entertaining discoveries that come out of data analysis are 
presented along the way. 
There are a lot of books and articles being published these days on Big Data, often with an 
emphasis on those aspects we �nd most frightening. This book provides an introduction 
to the topic that is more balanced, but quite informative. There are a fair number of tables 
and graphs, but they can be viewed in terms of how trends are recognized and how 
conclusions are drawn, rather than as homework assignments. There are also extensive 
notes  for those who want to go a bit deeper
The Je�co Library owns �ve copies (two currently available) and two more are available on 
CD. Amazon has used copies, too. A paperback version (with a di�erent, more sensational, 
subtitle) is also available from Amazon for as little as $8, or $12 on Kindle. It probably 
contains the same, or close to the same, basic text.

If interested, contact Elaine Morse at elainemorse5@gmail.com or 303-670-3770 for more 
information about the date, time and particulars. The next meeting will be the week of 
Nov. 16th.
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Here’s what’s planned for December.  I hope you will be able to fit Serendipity into your busy holiday schedule.  It turns out that all of 
our events will be held the same week.  Good thing I’m so young and energetic.

Monday, December 14th:

Guys’ Breakfast.  Same time, same place.  Bear Creek Tavern in Kittredge at 8:30 am  Please make your reservation through me so 
that I can coordinate with the restaurant.

Tuesday, December 15th:

Lend-a-Book.  We are going to have a holiday party, complete with Mimosas and Bloody Marys.  Please bring a gift to exchange .. 
it can be a “white elephant” type (something collecting dust in your closet) or, if you prefer, something more traditional.  There will 
be opportunities to “steal” a gift from someone else, or keep what you have picked from Santa’s sleigh.  Please also bring a photo 
of yourself taken when you were a child or teenager.  We will put them all in a pile and try to guess who is who. We will begin with a 
festive brunch at 9:30 am and I can arrange carpools to the host home.  Oh yeah .. bringing a book to share with others is optional.  
DON’T FORGET THE GIFT AND THE PHOTO.

Thursday, December 17th:

Gals’ Breakfast.  We are going to do a potluck breakfast at 10:00 am at the home of Sylvia Stafford, just for a change.  When 
you contact me to make your reservation, please let me know what dish you would like to bring.  Space is limited, so do get your 
reservation in early.

Friday, December 18th:

Poker Nite.  Always lots of fun, I highly recommend that you join us for Poker Nite.  We begin at 6:30 pm. with dinner and chit-chat .. 
and then Texas Hold’em begins.  It’s $5 per person and space is limited.

Serendipity has had a really great year, and I appreciate all of your enthusiasm, camaraderie and kind words and deeds.  I look 
forward to lots more good times in 2016!

Happy Holidays!

Darla 
303-670-5552
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ENN ACTIVITY GROUPS
Reminder: Current membership is required for participation in any activity.Reminder: Current membership is required for participation in any activity
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ENN ACTIVITY GROUPS

For more information about these groups or if you are interested in starting a new activity, contact our Activities 
Chairperson  Rhonda Loeppke at rhondaloeppke@gmail.com.




